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Bill Number:  SP Bill 62 
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Introduced by: Keith Brown MSP (Government Bill) 

Passed:  27 October 2015 

Royal Assent: 2 December 2015 

 

Passage of the Bill 
 
The Harbours (Scotland) Bill [SP Bill 62] was introduced in the Parliament on 
18 March 2015 by Keith Brown MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Infrastructure, 
Investment and Cities. The Infrastructure and Capital Investment Committee 
was appointed as lead committee for Stage 1. Its Stage 1 report was 
published on 5 June 2015. The Stage 1 debate took place on 16 June 2015 
and Parliament agreed the general principles of the Bill unanimously.  
 
There were no amendments to the Bill at Stage 2. 
 
The Bill was passed unanimously at Stage 3, without amendment, on 27 
October 2015. 
 

Purpose and objectives of the Bill 
 
The Bill had two key objectives: 
 
1. Repeal sections of the Ports Act 1991 that gave Scottish Ministers the 

power to require certain larger trust ports to bring forward privatisation 
proposals.  The Office of National Statistics had indicated in 2013 that this 
power meant that trust ports were effectively under public sector control 
and that this would lead to major trust ports being reclassified as public 
corporations – which would have had implications for public sector 
finances.  In addition, the removal of these powers would also provide 
certainty for trust ports over future governance arrangements. 

2. Streamline procedures for making Harbour Orders. 
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Provisions of the Bill 
 
Section 1 of the Bill repealed sections 10 to 12 of the Ports Act 1991, as it 
applied to Scottish Ministers.  This removed Ministers’ power to require major 
trust ports to bring forward privatisation proposals.  There were also a number 
of consequential amendments to take account of these repeals.   
 
Section 2 made minor amendments to Schedules 3 and 4 of the Harbours Act 
1964, streamlining procedures for submitting Harbour Orders and harbour 
reorganisation schemes. 
 

Parliamentary consideration 
 
The Infrastructure and Capital Investment Committee did not raise any 
concerns about the proposals in the Bill in its Stage 1 Report.  There were no 
amendments to the Bill at either Stage 1 or Stage 2. 


